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merely withdraw the new liturgy, but condemn it and
acknowledge the justice of the protest against it. Mean-
while, Hamilton summoned a General Assembly to meet at
Glasgow. It met on 2ist November, and after a week's
wrangling was formally dissolved. The act of dissolution
was, however, disregarded: the Assembly quietly continued
its business. Every Act concerning the Church passed since
1580 was abrogated ; episcopacy was abolished; and a vin-
dication of their proceedings was ordered to be sent " to all
the sincere and good Christians" in England. War now
became inevitable. " I have missed my end," wrote
Hamilton, "in not being able to make your Majesty so
considerable a party as will be able to curb the in-
solency of this rebellious nation without assistance from
England."

What were the probabilities that such assistance would
be forthcoming? Three months ago Wentworth had
written to advise the King to make no further concessions
to his Scotch subjects: but not to plunge precipitately into
war. Garrison Berwick, Carlisle and the North of England
strongly and at once: train the garrisons under good
captains; if the Scots show signs of submission treat them
with all possible leniency and encouragement; if not, make
your preparations for effective coercion. Such was the
advice of Wentworth; but Wentworth had been for years
in Ireland and was not likely to have learnt from his
correspondence with Laud the strength or volume of the
gathering discontent in England. Is money wanted for a
Scotch war ? " In good faith every man will give it I hope
from his children upon such an extremity as this, when no
less verily than all we have comes thus to the stake. In a
word, we are, God be praised, rich and able, and in this
case it may justly be said, salus populi suprema lex, and the
King must not want our substance for the preservation of.emely offended
